   Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Sermon:                         “Overcoming Fear”     
Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -                        “Because He Live”              Page 213                         
   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                

   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today June 25, 2023, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Emma Byerly, Matt & Sherry Byerly & Family and the entire Byerly Family as Emma’s husband Randy went to be with the Lord on Thursday evening June 23rd. We pray God will comfort, sustain, give them peace and surround them with his loving arms and presence at this time.
GREETERS: June 25th and July 2nd - Gary & Sharon Fetterhoff, 3rd person to be announced; July 9th and 16th - Ann Hale, Ken Bechtel, 3rd person to be announced; July 23rd and 30th - Bridget & Christine Campbell, 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: June 25th - Marie Herb; July 2nd - Marie Herb; July 9th - Bridget Campbell; July 16th - Sue Faust; July 23rd - Seth Guertin; July 30th - Marie Herb.
LAY READERS: June 25th - Carol Knight; July 2 - Sue Faust; July 9 - Leon Shaffer; July 16 - Jan Quinn; July 23 - Carolyn Nye; July 30 - Ed Dobbin. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.
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                                  June 25, 2023

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

June 25, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Marie Herb                   

L:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
P:  Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near.
L:  Let the wicked forsake their ways, and the unrighteous their thoughts;
P:  let them return to the Lord, and he will abundantly pardon.
L:  Come! Let us worship!

      *Hymn -        “We Have Come into His House”        Page 588    
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, we are prone to compromise our beliefs to protect ourselves from inconvenience. We keep quiet instead of bearing witness to our faith; we are more concerned with keeping peace in the family than proclaiming your message of love. Forgive us, we pray, and grant us the strength to take up our cross daily and follow you. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 86:1-10, 16-17 (Responsive)                                  
  L: Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. 
P: Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in you. You are my God;
L: be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all day long. 
P: Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
L: For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you.
P: Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; listen to my cry of supplication.
L: In the day of my trouble I call on you, for you will answer me. 
P: There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours.
L:  All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name.
P: For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.
L: Turn to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant; save the child of your serving-maid.
P: Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame, because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

 We believe in God: Who has created all that we experience - and is creating still. Who came to us in His Son, Jesus, to reconcile and to save. Who works through us by His Spirit. He calls us into His church, to celebrate His presence. To love and serve His people, to seek justice and resist evil. To Proclaim Jesus, our crucified and risen Savior. In Life and in death, and in the life beyond death. These things we believe with our voice, and trust with our soul. Amen.
Hymn -                 Wherever He Leads I’ll Go”                  Page 367 
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:          Matthew 10:26-36 (Pg. 14 N.T. Pew Bible) 
                                        Carol Knight, Lay Reader  
          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
     CHURCH CALENDAR
June 25 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
June 26 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee

July   2 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
              Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Terri Herb, Seth Guertin

No Elders or Deacons Meetings in July

July  4 - Holiday - Church offices are closed - Happy July 4th!
July  9 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
July 10 -  7:00PM - Search Committee Meeting

July 11 - 5:30-7:00PM - “Free” Community Meal at Valleys

July 12  - Setup tables for Back-to-School Free Yard Sale

July 16 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
GATHER 2023 - E.C.C. NATIONAL CONFERENCE will be held Wednesday, June 28th thru Saturday, July 1st. It is virtually and in person (Garden Grove, California) this year. Pastor Kris is our delegate and she will do GATHER 2023 virtual.  She will be available to receive calls when she is not in business session. Any necessary hospital calls will be made in the evenings. She will preach at Valleys on Sunday, July 2nd.
NO ELDERS OR DEACONS MEETINGS IN JULY.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.

ZUMBA meets Mon. June 25 6:00-7:00PM and will not meet July & August.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
          PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Emma Byerly and Family of Randy Byerly, Matt & Sherry Byerly & Family; *Pat Buckler, (Diane Shaffer’s friend, Surgery on June 26); Dennis & Janette Leitzel & Family; Diane Shaffer; Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel; Gloria Duttry; Ed Dobbin; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg, (Carol Knight’s friend); Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law); Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); John Shoop; Chuck Bisking; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
       2023 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are collecting donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. More donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 151 students, with 17 families returning to shop after the yard sale and we took 55 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.

Yard Sale is When:     

          Friday August 4th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) 

            Saturday Aug. 5th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) 
 Where:

           At The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 

      School supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
      Deadline for donations is Sunday, July 30th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 

      Helpers are needed to setup tables and sort clothing from July 12th to August 3rd. (Anyone who wishes to help presort clothing before July 11th is welcome to help, call church office.) 

     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 4th and 5th.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 

    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from July 11th until after the yard sale.)

     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 

 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.                            
SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: June 25th - Ed Dobbin (Lesson 8); July 2nd & 9th - Sharon Fetterhoff; July 16 & 23rd - Donna Novinger; July 30 & Aug. 6 - Marie Herb. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We finish “The Chosen” Season One on June 25 and we will begin Season Two of “The Chosen” on July 2nd; we will watch the first lesson video. Please join us. See Sharon Fetterhoff for Season Two book if you didn’t get one.
                         LOOKING AHEAD….

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday July 11th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Chicken & Waffles, Coleslaw, fruit, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. July 6th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
FELLOWSHIP MEALS: Beginning in September we will again have Fellowship Meals. The date has not yet been decided (it will not be the first Sunday in September as that is Labor Day weekend). The date will be announced in future bulletins and in the September/October newsletter.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME: We will begin to have coffee and cookies time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have some fellowship time after church on Sundays.  If anyone is willing to help by donating cookies, please see Marie Herb.
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will have a kick off for Sunday School for all ages in September. A meeting will soon be announced to discuss more details. Look for more details in the September/October newsletter.
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service if Seth, or Leon or Bridget is unavailable or wish to take time off.  It is always good to have more people trained to handle doing things if they are unable to do it.  Please see Seth or Bridget  or talk to Marie, if you are interested.
    The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for June 25, 2023

Invocation:   

Lord God, as we gather in the quietness and beauty of this place, we are overwhelmed with a sense of thankful awe.  We rejoice in the knowledge that you have made us for something great and eternal.  And now Lord we ask that you fill us and equip us for service to You.  In Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17; Matthew 10:26-36

Sermon:




“Overcoming Fear”

There’s the story of 5 year-old Johnny who was in the kitchen with his mother as she made supper.  She asked him to go into the pantry and get her a can of soup but he didn't want to go in alone. “It’s dark in there.”  She asked again and he again said “It’s dark in there and I’m scared.”  Finally she said, “It’s OK.  Jesus will be in there with you.”  Johnny walked to the door and slowly opened it.  He peeked inside, saw it was dark and started to leave when all of sudden he had an idea.  He leaned in and said, “Jesus, if you’re in there, would you hand me a can of soup?”

Fear. It’s something which strikes not only our lives but our faith journey as well. Fear seems to be a part of our human experience. You don't get far into the story of God’s Word until you see fear raising its ugly head.  Adam and Eve have sinned and God comes in the cool of the evening for his afternoon walk with them and he couldn’t find them.  When he does, he asks, “Where were you?” Adam’s response was, “I was afraid!”  There is a relationship between the fall of humanity and fear.

There is a relationship between fear which often grips our lives and sin. Just take the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus – they were full of fear. The religious leaders had been growing in their concern about Jesus that his popularity was too great and that they would lose their position of power, authority, and influence. But then Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, one of the signs the Jews considered as evidence of the Messiah.  This created such a stir among the people that the religious leaders gathered to meet to decide what to do.   A few weeks later, 200,000 pilgrims would descend upon the holy city of Jerusalem. The fear was always that something would set the people off and lead them into a revolt.  As Jesus’ power increased the religious leaders feared even more that they would lose their power.

The disciples after seeing Jesus crucified were hiding in fear of their lives that they would be the next to be crucified.  On Easter morning, there was fear as well.  The guards were so frightened by the angel that these men literally froze in place and fell to the ground.  Mary Magdalene and Mary were frightened when they saw the open tomb, for they fear that someone had stolen the body of Jesus. And even when Jesus appeared to the disciples, they were afraid so much that Jesus had to say to them, “Peace be with you” just to calm them down. With all the uncertainty, the unknown and all of the questions about what was ahead of them, there was fear.  

The same is often true in our lives, especially in these times of uncertainty. Fear is a key issue in our everyday lives.  What will the doctor find in this test?  Will I be okay after surgery?  Will I have enough money to get to the end of the month?  Will I be able to retire?  There are many fears and we call them by many names:  worry, tension, anxiety, or stress.  One study looked at 500 different people and found that among them they had 1800 different fears. 

Fear is “the oldest and strongest emotion of humankind.”  It can box us in and hold us captive.  And it can have a devastating impact.  Fear can control our lives, and influence our decisions, our words and our actions.  Fear can paralyze us and hold us captive. Fear can literally freeze us and keep us from changing the way things are. There are some people who are literally prisoners to their fears.

But what if we could live fearless lives?  What if we could face our fears, confront them and overcome them?  This is God’s desire for us.  Throughout the resurrection story, we hear the words “Don’t be afraid!”  In fact, there are 1500 verses dealing with fear in the Bible and 365 say, “Fear not!”  Somehow, I don't think that’s a coincidence!  The fact is, God doesn’t want you to be afraid.  When we trust that Jesus is who He says He is, when we believe that His resurrection is real, when we place our lives in His hands, He promises us that He will not fail us - He will not forsake us - He will not abandon us.  He will be with us - stay with us - strengthen us - guide us - and direct us because even though life may become difficult and it seems as if the world is against us the power of the resurrection, the power to overcome even death itself, is available.  So, Jesus comes to you and I and says, “DO NOT BE AFRAID!”   

How do you do that?  In our Scripture passage today, Jesus continues the training of the disciples for His mission by sending them out two by two to teach, preach, heal and minister in his name.  Jesus warns them of what they can expect.  He certainly doesn’t help things when he speaks of the disciples being flogged, arrested, persecuted, betrayed and hated.  But then he says, “So do not be afraid of them.”   Jesus gives the disciples and us four keys. 

First, expect difficulties in life.  A story is told of a group of women going out for a lunch after a church service.  In the middle of lunch one of the women fell over and had a heart attack right before them.  She didn’t die but she had a long road to recovery.  But that experience raised an all too familiar question, “How can God allow something like that to happen to a good Christian woman who is a faithful servant of Jesus Christ?”  They are not alone in asking that question.  One of the false expectations we often have is that God will prevent bad things from happening to you.  But this life is filled with pain, suffering, difficulties, disappointments and even tragedy.  What makes us think we’ll be exempt from such things?  If we are following Jesus, we can expect difficulties in following him.  So Jesus lays out clearly what the disciples should expect in this life.  But know this, he will always give you the power, the strength and the faith to sustain you and carry you through everything

Second, remember who God is.  In verse 28 Jesus tells the disciples not to fear what they may be facing.  “Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell…”  In other words, fear God.  What does Jesus mean here?  When we come to worship God, one of the things we are doing is witnessing to the greatness of God and the fact that He created us with a purpose.  One of the responses to focusing on God is that we see ourselves for who we really are.  And we begin to have tremendous reverence and respect for who God is.  When we are gripped by fear, we need to be reminded that the God we worship both created this world and defeated even death itself.  A lot of our fears are the result of focusing on ourselves. He has the power to help you overcome and bear through anything and to overcome whatever fear you might be facing.

Third, remember you are a child of God.   Scripture tells us that “even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”  God loves you as one of his own.  Remember, you belong to God, you are His treasured possessions.  Never let your circumstances, challenges, or fears cause you to doubt that.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? . . . No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:35-39

Fourth, confess your faith and do God’s will.  Jesus says that there are two keys to overcoming our fears. First, we must profess our faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. And second, by being about the work of the kingdom we keep our eyes focused on Jesus and His work rather than the problems we’re facing.  Fear can lead to worry and worry is just repeating the same worries and thoughts over and over again in our minds until we are gripped and frozen by that fear.  In such times, we need to confess our faith and then step out in faith and do God’s will.

Bill and Gloria Gaither have written many wonderful Christian songs. One that Gloria wrote came while she was expecting a child.  The couple was dealing with some difficult problems.   Bill had been seriously sick and their music had been attacked as not being spiritual.  On New Year’s Eve, Gloria sat in a dark room experiencing a time of torment and fear.  She said, “I sat alone in the darkness thinking about the rebellious world and all of our problems – about our baby yet unborn.  Who in their right mind would bring a child into a world like this?”  She was at the height of her fear and then something happened.  She said, “I can’t quite explain what happened in that next moment but suddenly I felt released from it all. The panic that had begun to build inside was gently dispelled by a reassuring presence and a soft voice kept saying, “Don’t forget the empty tomb, don’t forget the empty tomb.”  She then began to confess her faith in Jesus Christ and knew that she could indeed have a baby and face the future with optimism and trust for she had been reminded that it was all worth it ‘Just Because He Lives.” And from that experience she began to write these words, “How sweet to hold a newborn baby and feel the pride and joy he gives; but greater still the calm assurance, this child can face uncertain days because He lives. Because he lives, I can face tomorrow. Because he lives, all fear is gone, because I know He holds the future. And life is worth the living just because He lives.” Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Lord Jesus, You reach out to us in our distress and lift us up.  You give us new life and we are grateful.  We come here this day with so many things on our hearts.  For many the summer months will be times of transition; children graduating from school and heading out into the world; young people getting married; families planning vacations; and some planning retirement.  For some of us this has been a wonderful week; but for others trials and troubles seem to crowd into our lives.  We ask Your loving presence with all Your people.  Lord, heal our wounded spirits; restore a sense of joy in our lives.  Today we name in our hearts and with our voices those who are in need of Your healing love ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  We thank you that you reach out to them, to all those whom we have named and for those whose names are in our hearts. 

We continue to pray for the work of Your Church.  Use us Lord to reach out and touch the lives of those who so desperately need to know You and be uplifted by Your saving grace.  

We pray for our nation.  We come today asking You to give us wise leaders that will lead this nation in the right direction.  Let our leaders be people who will honor Your holy name for it is only from You that they will get true wisdom.  

And now hear our prayers through the power of Jesus Christ who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”

Benediction:

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.

